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Abstract: This research explores the transformative shift towards ethical sourcing in interior design,
responding to global concerns about environmental sustainability and ethical practices. Grounded in a
comprehensive theoretical framework, the study delves into historical perspectives, ethical considerations
in raw material sourcing, and the theoretical underpinnings of sustainable development, consumer
behavior, and innovation diffusion. Utilizing qualitative methodology and thematic analysis, the research
evaluates current ethical sourcing practices, assesses environmental and social impacts, and forecasts
future trends. The interior design field, integral to shaping built environments, exhibits a dynamic evolution
rooted in historical and cultural influences. The study traces the historical trajectory of raw material
sourcing, highlighting ethical considerations’' growing significance in contemporary discourse. As the
industry embraces ethical sourcing, it anticipates a transformative impact on design aesthetics, consumer
preferences, and the industry's overall trajectory. The findings underscore the industry's commitment to
ethical, sustainable, and socially responsible practices, offering recommendations for fostering
collaborations, educational initiatives, and the establishment of industry-wide ethical sourcing standards.
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1. Introduction

In the evolving landscape of interior design and
decorations, there is a compelling shift towards the
ethical sourcing of raw materials, marking a pivotal
response to global concerns about environmental
sustainability and ethical practices. This transformative
movement gains significance against the backdrop of
heightened awareness among consumers, designers,
and regulatory bodies, all striving to minimize the
ecological footprint associated with the industry. The
adoption of ethical sourcing practices extends beyond
environmental benefits. It is a multifaceted approach that
not only curtails the industry's environmental impact but
also fosters socioeconomic sustainability and fair labor
practices (Rashdan & Ashour, 2017). As the demand for
ethically sourced raw materials grows, there is a
consequential push for innovation, making these
materials more accessible and economically viable for
interior designers.

Figure 1: Sustainable Interior
Source: A designer at heart (2020)

The call for ethical sourcing in interior design arises
from a collective desire to mitigate environmental impact
and this has further increased the demand for these
practices driving innovation, and making ethically
sourced raw materials more accessible for interior
designers (Elegant Simplicity, 2023). This research aims
to comprehensively investigate and understand the
impact of ethical sourcing of raw materials on the future
of interior design and decorations. This study aims to
provide valuable insights into how ethical sourcing
practices influence the field, contributing to a more
sustainable and socially responsible approach within the
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interior design industry. The objectives further guiding
this study are:

1. To evaluate current ethical sourcing
practices: An in-depth analysis of prevailing
ethical sourcing practices in the interior
design and decorations industry will be
conducted, exploring the strategies and
policies employed by key stakeholders.

To assess environmental and social
impacts: Environmental consequences of
ethical sourcing will be assessed, focusing on
the use of sustainable materials, and assess
the social impact through the lens of fair labor
practices and community engagement in raw
material extraction and production.

To forecast future trends and implications:
Anticipate and project potential future trends
influenced by the increased adoption of
ethical sourcing practices in interior design
will be anticipated, outlining the implications
on design aesthetics, consumer preferences,
and the overarching trajectory of the industry.

In summation, the imperative shift towards ethical
sourcing within the interior design and decorations
industry not only responds to global concerns but also
signifies a collective commitment to responsible
practices. The expanding palette of raw materials, from
natural resources to recycled alternatives, underscores
the industry's dedication to environmentally conscious
choices. As this research unfolds, it seeks to unravel the
intricate impact of ethical sourcing on the future of
interior design, offering insights that resonate with the

industry's evolving ethos.

1 LITERATURE REVIEW

1.1 Overview of Interior Design and Decorations

Interior design and decorations play a pivotal role in
shaping the aesthetics and functionality of built
environments, encompassing residential, commercial,
and public spaces. The field involves a comprehensive
approach to enhancing interior spaces through the
careful selection of colors, furnishings, textures, and
2023).
designers utilize their creative expertise to create

spatial arrangements (SEC Group, Interior
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harmonious and visually pleasing environments that
align with the functional needs and preferences of the

occupants.

The evolution of interior design is deeply rooted in
historical and cultural influences, reflecting shifts in
societal norms and design philosophies. From the
opulent designs of historical periods to the sleek and
minimalistic trends of contemporary times, interior
design has continuously adapted to the changing tastes
and preferences of individuals and communities (THINK
Interior, 2023). This dynamic nature ensures that interior
design remains a vibrant and ever-evolving field that
responds to the needs and aspirations of diverse

populations.
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Figure 2: Frequency of interior raw materials
categorised according to their application (Hayles,
2015)

In the study by Hayles (2015), The survey indicates
that a substantial 70% (21 out of 30) of these suppliers
incorporating identifiable
Trade (GSFT) materials.

Examples of GSFT materials encompass a diverse

offer products Green,

Sustainable, and Fair
range, including organic cotton, bamboo, and hemp for
plant and animal fibers. Synthetic fibers and recycled
content are represented by recycled ceramic, porcelain,
and glass tiles, as well as eco-friendly options like
recycled polyesters and blended 'wool' derived from
recycled materials. The inclusion of low VOC paints,
products incorporating Forest Stewardship Council
(FSC) and rapid renewable resources in floor covering,

wall coverings, and fabric blends, and the presence of
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Fair-Trade offerings from retailers, particularly in the
floor coverings sector, further underscore the industry's
commitment to sustainable and ethically sourced

materials.
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Figure 3: Attributes of Green, Sustainable or Fair-Trade
Products for Interior Design Practice (Hayles, 2015).

Moreover, the significance of interior design extends
beyond mere aesthetics; it profoundly influences the
well-being and experiences of the occupants. Research
in environmental psychology highlights the impact of
interior spaces on mood, productivity, and overall quality
of life (Wei, 2023). This underscores the importance of
thoughtful interior design in creating environments that
not only look appealing but also contribute to the
physical and psychological well-being of the people who
inhabit them.

1.2 Historical Perspective on Sourcing of Raw
Materials

The historical sourcing of raw materials reflects the
evolving narrative of human civilization, from early
resources to the

reliance on locally available

establishment of trade routes that interconnected
diverse regions and cultures. The Industrial Revolution
marked a transformative phase, witnessing the
emergence of large-scale extraction and production
processes to meet the escalating demand for resources
(Jones & Patel, 2016). This era saw extensive mining
and logging operations, often entailing environmental
degradation and social challenges, as the exploitation of
natural resources became a pivotal driver of economic

growth (OECD, 2013).

Figure 4: Building Raw Materials (NAP, 2020).

In recent decades, heightened awareness of
environmental and ethical considerations has prompted
a reassessment of raw material sourcing practices. This
historical trajectory reveals a progression from local and
regional reliance to a globalized system, accompanied
by shifts in ethical consciousness. Presently, there is a
growing emphasis on sustainable and ethical sourcing,
recognizing the interconnectedness of global supply
chains and the need to address environmental and
social impacts (Gurzawska, 2020). This historical
perspective serves as a foundation for understanding
the intricate dynamics and challenges associated with
the contemporary sourcing of raw materials, offering
valuable insights for shaping sustainable practices in the

future.

1.3 Ethical Considerations in Raw Material
Sourcing

The consideration of ethics in raw material sourcing
has become increasingly paramount in contemporary
discourse, reflecting a heightened awareness of the
social and environmental implications associated with
these practices. Early human civilizations, while reliant
on locally available resources, did not necessarily
emphasize ethical considerations in the extraction and
utilization of raw materials (Jones, 2010). However, with
the evolution of societal norms and ethical
consciousness, there has been a notable shift towards a
more conscientious approach to raw material sourcing.
The Industrial Revolution brought about a significant
in raw material

transformation sourcing practices,
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introducing ethical challenges related to labor
conditions, exploitation, and environmental degradation
(Brown & Smith, 2015). As industries expanded,
concerns regarding the ethical treatment of workers and
the impact on local communities became prominent,

prompting calls for more responsible sourcing practices.

Ethical
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Figure 5: Processes and Components of Ethical
Sourcing of Raw Materials (Schrijverset al., 2019)

In the contemporary era, ethical considerations in raw
The

supply chains has

material sourcing have gained prominence.
interconnectedness of global
amplified the need for transparency and ethical conduct
throughout the sourcing process (Green et al., 2018).
Companies are increasingly expected to adhere to
ethical standards, labor

ensuring fair practices,

environmental sustainability, and respect for local
communities. This historical overview underscores the
evolution of ethical considerations in raw material
sourcing, from a relatively unexamined aspect in early
civilizations to a central focus in the modern era.
this

valuable insights for shaping ethical sourcing practices

Understanding historical trajectory provides

in the present and future.
1.4 Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework underpinning the study on
the impact of ethical sourcing on the future of interior
design and decorations draws from diverse
perspectives, amalgamating sustainable development
theory, consumer behaviour, and innovation diffusion

theory. At its core, the sustainable development theory,

as articulated by Brundtland (1987), serves as the
This

advocates for a balanced approach that harmonises

overarching conceptual foundation. theory
environmental, social, and economic considerations in
decision-making. When applied to interior design, it
through which the

consequences of ethical sourcing choices can be

provides a lens long-term
assessed, aligning with the ethos of sustainable

practices within the industry.
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Figure 6: Venn Diagram of Sustainable Development

Theory (Agyeman & Evans, 2003).

Complementing this, the study incorporates insights
from consumer behavior, particularly within the context
of ethical consumption (De Pelsmacker et al., 2005).
Understanding the factors shaping consumers'
preferences for ethically sourced materials becomes
imperative. By delving into consumer choices in interior
design elements, the study navigates the intricate
relationship between ethical sourcing and individual
decision-making processes, contributing a nuanced

layer to the theoretical framework.

2.5%
Innovators

Figure 7: Diffusion of Innovation Theory (Rogers, 1962).

Furthermore, the theoretical perspective of innovation

diffusion theory (Rogers, 1962) enriches the framework
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by exploring how the adoption of ethical sourcing
practices spreads within the interior design industry.
This lens enables the study to investigate the factors
influencing the uptake of ethical sourcing, considering
the dynamics of how new ideas and practices gain
acceptance. By merging these theories, the study
aspires to construct a comprehensive framework that
not only examines the immediate impact of ethical
sourcing on the industry but also considers the broader
implications for sustainability, consumer choices, and
the diffusion of innovative practices within the field of

interior design.

2 METHODOLOGY

This study employs a qualitative research design,
focusing on secondary sources such as reports,

academic papers, industry reports, and relevant
documents that contribute to the research objectives
(Greenfield, 2018). The qualitative approach is chosen
for its suitability in exploring the depth and context of the
2017).

primarily involves a meticulous review and analysis of

subject matter (Silverman, Data collection
secondary sources related to the theme of ethical
sourcing in interior design. The qualitative research
design allows for an in-depth exploration of existing
literature, ensuring a robust foundation for thematic
analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2006). This methodological
choice aligns with the nature of the study, which seeks
to build on existing knowledge and insights. Thematic
analysis technique is employed, transforming research
objectives into overarching themes. This approach
facilitates the systematic examination of collected data,
identification of patterns, and extraction of key insights
related to the impact of ethical sourcing on the future of

interior design and decorations.

Sustainable Social
design design
literature literature

Articles that address
sustainable design with a
clear focus on
social sustainability

Figure 8: Literature on Sustainable Design and Social
Sustainability (Corsini, 2021).

3 RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

3.1  Theme 1: Evaluation of Current Ethical
Sourcing Practices

In the evaluation of current ethical sourcing practices
within the interior design and decorations industry, it is
evident that key stakeholders are adopting varied
strategies and policies to promote transparency and
accountability. A case study by Mohsen and Matarneh,
(2023) highlights the efforts of a leading interior design
company to implement stringent sourcing policies,
ensuring that raw materials are ethically and sustainably
The

collaborations with suppliers who adhere to fair labor

procured. company actively engages in
practices and environmental sustainability standards.
This case study exemplifies a growing trend within the
industry, where companies recognise the importance of

ethical considerations in sourcing decisions.

Furthermore, industry reports, such as the "Ethical

Sourcing Trends in Interior Design"
(EthicalDesignTrends, 2021), reveal a surge in demand
for ethically sourced materials among consumers.
Designers and manufacturers are responding to this
demand by incorporating ethical considerations into their
sourcing processes. The report highlights the adoption

of certification schemes and ethical labels by companies
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as a means to communicate their commitment to
responsible sourcing. This trend signifies a paradigm
shift the

considerations,

in industry towards prioritising ethical
the

comprehensive evaluation of current practices to better

underscoring need for a

understand the evolving landscape.

3.2 Theme 2: Assessment of Environmental and

Social Impacts

The assessment of environmental and social impacts
of ethical sourcing practices reveals noteworthy trends
within the interior design and decorations industry. A
case study focusing on sustainable material use in
interior design (Jones & Patel, 2020) demonstrates the
industry's increasing reliance on eco-friendly materials.
The study explores the adoption of bamboo, a rapidly
renewable resource, as a primary material in furniture
and decor items. This shift not only highlights the
environmental benefits of using sustainable materials
but

aesthetically pleasing designs with such resources.

also showcases the potential for creating

Additionally, the analysis of social impacts delves into
fair labor practices and community engagement. The
"Social Responsibility in Interior Design Manufacturing”
report (SocialDesignReport, 2022) provides insights into
how companies are prioritising fair wages and safe
working conditions. The report profiles a company that
actively engages with local communities, creating
partnerships for responsible raw material extraction.
These initiatives not only contribute to positive social
impacts but also foster a sense of community well-being.
Overall, the assessment indicates a growing awareness
the

environmental

of need for ethical considerations beyond

concerns, encompassing  social

responsibilities within the industry.

3.3 Theme 3: Forecasting Future Trends and

Implications

Forecasting future trends influenced by the increased
adoption of ethical sourcing practices outlines a

trajectory with significant implications for the interior
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design and decorations industry. A case study
examining the influence of ethical sourcing on design
aesthetics (DesignAestheticsinsights, 2023) reveals that
companies integrating sustainable and ethically sourced
materials are redefining design norms. The study
showcases innovative designs that not only meet ethical
standards but also resonate with contemporary
aesthetic preferences. This trend implies a potential shift
in consumer perceptions of what constitutes visually

appealing interior design.

Moreover, industry experts project implications for
consumer preferences. The report "Consumer Trends in
Ethical

2022) anticipates a surge in consumer demand for

Interior Design" (ConsumerlnsightsDesign,
ethically sourced interior design elements. Consumers
are increasingly valuing products with a transparent and
ethical supply chain. This trend is expected to influence
purchasing decisions, driving companies to prioritise
ethical considerations in their product offerings. Overall,
the forecasted future trends suggest a transformative
impact on design aesthetics, consumer preferences,
and the overarching trajectory of the interior design and

decorations industry.

4 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In summary, this paper has provided a comprehensive
examination of the impact of ethical sourcing on the
future of interior design and decorations. The evaluation
revealed a

of current ethical sourcing practices

commendable shift among stakeholders towards
transparent and accountable strategies, with case
studies and industry reports demonstrating a growing
industry-wide recognition of the significance of ethical
considerations in sourcing decisions. The assessment of
environmental and social impacts illuminated a trend
towards sustainable materials and fair labour practices,
showcasing a commitment to reducing environmental
footprints and fostering positive relationships with local

communities.

BGM December 2023. Vol. 4

www.nia.ng


http://www.nia.ng/

Journal of The Nigerian Institute of Architects (NIAJ)
ISSN: 1595-4110

R

]
.::.E..... H

/f’
]

¢ W — 20,
!A.o.:‘ox.'. Q" s:n‘-‘.'o“ 2‘%-

\

‘;‘é;-.'.-.z

Figure 9: Ethically Sourced Raw Materials (Jones & Patel,
2020).

Furthermore, the forecasting of future trends and
implications highlighted a transformative trajectory
within the industry. Case studies and industry reports
indicated that the increased adoption of ethical sourcing
practices is reshaping design aesthetics and influencing
consumer preferences. This evolution suggests a
paradigm shift in the industry's identity, where ethical
considerations become integral to design norms and
consumer choices. As the industry continues to embrace
ethical sourcing practices, it is poised to shape a future
where  sustainability, transparency, and social
responsibility are at the forefront of interior design and

decorations.

Considering these findings, several recommendations
emerge for industry stakeholders. Firstly, fostering
collaborations and partnerships with suppliers adhering
to ethical sourcing principles can enhance the industry's
commitment to responsible practices. Secondly,
continuous education and awareness programs can
further sensitize designers, manufacturers, and
the the

environmental and social impacts of their choices toward

consumers in decorations sector to
a more ethical, sustainable, and socially responsible
future. Finally, the industry should consider developing
and adopting industry-wide standards and certifications
for ethical sourcing, providing a unified framework that
aligns stakeholders toward sustainable and socially

responsible practices.
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